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Zina Daché Merritt is a Director in the U.S. Government Accountability Office’s (GAO) 

Defense Capabilities and Management team, Washington, DC.  She has worked in the national 

security and international affairs arena since 1989 when she joined GAO after working briefly 

for the Department of the Army in Fort Hood, Texas, where she began her federal career.  Her 

national security and international affairs expertise spans a variety of issue areas.  Recent bodies 

of work that she directed have focused on issues relating to defense logistics, infrastructure, 

human capital management, warfighter support, and counterterrorism.  She has directed a 

number of high profile efforts including supporting GAO’s High Risk List Update Series through 

reviews of the Department of Defense’s Supply Chain Management and Approach to Business 

Transformation high risk areas. Ms. Merritt also served as the Director for GAO’s 2012 statutory 

reporting requirement that mandates GAO to identify and report to Congress on federal 

programs, agencies, offices, and initiatives, either within departments or governmentwide, which 

have duplicative goals or activities.  She was the co-lead of GAO’s American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act oversight team for the state of Florida.   

Ms. Merritt completed the Harvard John F. Kennedy School of Government Senior Executives 

National and International Security program.  She received a B.S. degree in Business 

Administration and a M.S. degree in Computer Information Systems.   


